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8 Key Things About Open Access
1. Open Access (OA) involves making scholarly content available online, 
free of charge and without barriers.
2. OA mostly deals with journal articles but, increasingly, there are other 
formats that are openly accessible including open monographs and open 
data.
3. There are two "roads" in Open Access, the "green" road and the "gold" 
road: The green road involves Open Access repositories (OARs) while the 
gold road is Open Access publishing.
4. There is openly accessible material in every subject.
5. OA content is not free to produce. It still has to be paid for in some 
way. There are a wide variety of methods in place for paying for OA.
6. OA material gets more views and downloads and there is evidence to 
suggest that it is cited more often than non-OA material.
7. OA material is easy to find.
8. Open Access is a good news story.
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1. Open Access (OA) involves making scholarly content 
available online, free of charge and without barriers.
If you can get to the Web, you can 
get to OA content
No subscriptions, no pay-per-
use/pay-per-view
Often other features e.g. more liberal 
allowances for use of content, 
authors frequently keep copyright
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2. OA mostly deals with journal articles but, increasingly, there are 
other formats that are openly accessible including open monographs 
and open data.
OA movement began with a focus on 
scholarly articles – still deals with 
articles to a large degree
More formats: open monographs, 
open data, open learning objects, 
open cartographic material, etc.
OA in museums and archives
Non-scholarly OA content
Open governmental material
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3. There are two "roads" in Open Access, the "green" road and the 
"gold" road: The green road involves Open Access repositories (OARs) 
while the gold road is Open Access publishing.
Two types of repositories: Institutional 
and subject/disciplinary
Some well-known subject repositories: 
PubMed Central: http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/
Arxiv: http://arxiv.org/
RePEc: http://repec.org/
Some well-known fully OA publishers:
BioMed Central (BMC): 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/
Public Library of Science (PLoS): 
http://www.plos.org/
Hindawi: http://www.hindawi.com/
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4. There is openly accessible material in every subject
In many ways, the OA movement 
came out of the science-technology-
medicine (STM) world 
Is now in all disciplines
Directory of Open Access Journals 
(DOAJ):http://www.doaj.org/
Lists 5524 Journals
31 nursing journals 
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Directory of Open Access Journals 
(DOAJ)
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5. OA content is not free to produce. It still has to be paid for in some 
way. There are a wide variety of methods in place for paying for OA.
OA material is free to use but…
Maybe cheaper than toll-access content 
but…
There are many payment models around 
the world
Some examples: author-side fees, grants, 
advertising, support from institutions, 
support by societies and associations, 
print subscriptions paying for free online 
access, etc.
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6. OA material gets more views and downloads and there is evidence 
to suggest that it is cited more often than non-OA material.
Easy: OA content gets more views 
and downloads
More difficult: Does OA material get 
cited more than non-OA material?  Is 
there an Open Access citation 
advantage?
Even if there is no final verdict, why 
not make your content OA, just to be 
on the safe side?
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7. OA material is easy to find.
Google, Google Scholar, OAIster 
(http://www.oclc.org/oaister/) can 
all be used to find OA content
Library databases increasingly are 
indexing OA journals and more
Library catalogues feature OA 
material and library databases have 
links that take users to OA content
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8. Open Access is a good news story.
It makes scholarly information 
available to everyone
It makes publicly-funded information 
available to the people that paid for 
it
It’s cheaper to produce (maybe)
It saves trees
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University of Calgary’s Open 
Access Programs
Developed by Libraries and Cultural 
Resources (LCR): http://lcr.ucalgary.ca/
Part of the Centre for Scholarly 
Communication: 
http://www.ucalgary.ca/scholarlycommuni
cation/
These are for all members of the 
University of Calgary community, 
including UC-Qatar
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University of Calgary’s Open 
Access Programs (cont.)
Open Access Authors Fund
University of Calgary institutional 
repository
University of Calgary Press
Digitization
Synergies
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Open Access Authors Fund
http://library.ucalgary.ca/services/-faculty/open-
access/open-access-authors-fund-0
Supports the gold road
Established summer 2008
Covers some author-side payments for some 
journals/publishers that charge such fees
U of C faculty, staff, grad students, postdocs are 
eligible
137 articles covered
$100,000
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Open Access Authors Fund
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University of Calgary Institutional 
Repository
https://dspace.ucalgary.ca/
Supports the green road
In place since 2005
Second largest university repository in Canada 
Uses the DSpace software
Designed to collect the online scholarly output of 
the University of Calgary
Includes articles, monographs, book chapters, 
theses, dissertations, conference presentations, 
posters, etc.
7,561 files with 96 communities and 403 
collections
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University of Calgary Institutional 
Repository
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Nursing Communities in the University 
of Calgary Institutional Repository
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Andrew’s Collection
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An Article
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Statistics for an Article
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Statistics for an Article (cont.)
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University of Calgary Press
http://www.uofcpress.com/
Some OA journals already
First OA monograph, “Grey Matters” 
launches during OA Week 2010
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University of Calgary Press
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Digitization
http://www.ucalgary.ca/digitalinitiati
ves/
Has digitized a wide variety of 
collections, making them available 
online and openly accessible
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Digitization
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Synergies
http://synergiesprairies.ca/
“Is a national project that is creating 
a country-wide network for the 
production, storage, and 
dissemination of, and access to 
digitized knowledge produced in 
Canada” 
Presently concentrates on SS, 
humanities, arts journals
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Synergies
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Some Other Resources
Peter Suber’s Open Access Overview:
Brief overview: 
http://www.earlham.edu/~peters/fos/brief.htm
Longer overview: 
http://www.earlham.edu/~peters/fos/overview.htm
Budapest Open Access Initiative (BOAI) definition 
of Open Access: 
http://www.soros.org/openaccess/read.shtml
Bethesda Statement on Open Access Publishing: 
http://www.earlham.edu/~peters/fos/bethesda.h
tm#note1
Berlin Declaration on Open Access to Knowledge 
in the Sciences and Humanities: 
http://oa.mpg.de/openaccess-
berlin/berlindeclaration.html
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Some Other Resources pt. 2
Registry of Open Access Repositories 
(ROAR): http://roar.eprints.org/
Directory of Open Access Repositories 
(OpenDOAR): http://www.opendoar.org/
SHERPA/RoMEO (publisher copyright and 
self-archiving policies): 
http://www.sherpa.ac.uk/romeo/
Bibliographies and evaluations of the OA 
citation advantage literature: 
http://www.istl.org/10-
winter/article2.html, 
http://eprints.ecs.soton.ac.uk/18516/
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Questions? Discussion?
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Your Speaker
Andrew Waller
Licensing and Negotiation Librarian 
(Collections)
Open Access Librarian (Centre for 
Scholarly Communication) 
waller@ucalgary.ca
(403) 220-8133 voice
(403) 284-2109 fax
